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My name is Tetsuya Yasukochi.

I am from Japan.

25



My father is a samurai.
My mother is a geisha.

I am a ninja!
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Your Mistakes Are Your Charm
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A lot of students learning English in Japan have a goal
to speak exactly like a native speaker. However, this
goal is so big that they sometimes feel ashamed of their
pronunciation or poor vocabulary and get too nervous
about others’reactions. I was one of them.

But is it really necessary to be able to speak English
like a native speaker? My answer is “No.” English is our
second language. It is only natural for us to speak it with
a Japanese accent and to make mistakes.

A French guy is sexy because he has a French accent.
Otherwise he is just another guy. To native English
speakers, you are mysterious, exotic and charming because
you speak with a Japanese accent. It’s a shame not to take
advantage of this charm.

So be self-confident. Don’t worry about your mistakes. If
you are laughed at because of your mistakes, think of it
as a lucky happening. You got a laugh without any effort.
How lucky!

Life is too short to spend it preparing to speak right. Just
enjoy communication.
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Enjoy Life, OK?

seeecsseccssseessseccsssscssssccssssesssscesssscsssscesssscsssssesssscsssssens o

When I was walking down a quiet beach in Oregon on my
first visit to the United States, I had a chance to talk with
an old man. I was tense, serious and worried about making
a pronunciation or grammar mistake. When we finished
several minutes of awkward conversation and I was about
to leave, he said to me, “You enjoy life, OK?” It was a
great revelation to me. His words reminded me that I had
been too preoccupied with the thought of how to speak
right. Also, the long and beautiful beach in Oregon made
me realize how small I was. “I am one tiny existence
among billions of busy people on Earth. And my life span
of, say, 80 years is nothing compared to the span of the
history of the human race.”

Why worry about making pronunciation and grammar
mistakes? Who cares? People are busy. Life is very short.
There’s no time to waste worrying about how your English
sounds. You enjoy life, OK?
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